Farmers Rights Convention
22- 29 December 2007
Tamil Nadu
Bharti Patel, Director Svaraj;

Check against delivery — 28 December

Thank you for this kind invitation to Svargj to speak at this important and timely event on rights
of farmersin Tamil Nadu

We first met Balasubramaniam of ADISIL exactly one year ago in Madurai — Grandhigram
University at a Svargj workshop where we discussed key concerns in the state of Tamil Nadu
around water, land use and agriculture policies. At that time it became very clear to us that a
partnership with ADISIL will alow us to support a small but vital intervention on alternative
agriculture practices which uses science and knowledge of our traditional farmers to ensure
sustainability of India's agri —economy.

Today | am pleased to see the success of this partnership and | look forward to continuing our
partnership with ADISIL and its networks of individual farmers, women’'s groups as well as
local government. Svarg is keen to learn from your experience and to spread it to other parts of
South India where we are working to advocate for better and people and environment friendly
policies and practices across India.

When Mr Kama Nath our Trade Minister dismisses farming of India as just subsistence he
insults the millions of farmers on whom India’s economy is dependent. India is a country of
farmers. After decades of economic development and socia change, farmers remain the largest
employment group and farmers are the custodians of alarge part of our natural resources

Theroles, right and responsibilities of farmers, however, has been neglected by Government and
now increasingly by National and Multi national companies. Farmers usually have little or no
role in the formulation of agri-policy and the management of the development programmes
which daily affect their livelihood. Indian agriculture isin crises because of the dismissal of the
farmers view and the promotion of practices which are detriment to environment and livelihood
of local farmers together with the rapid and unchecked industralisation of our cities.



The irreparable damage to our national resources —water, land, air are the under increasing threat

1. Threats of water scarcity is a daily concern as abuse of water by industry and chemical
and mono cropping practices continues,

2. Land degradation and loss of soil fertility as a result of the practices of the green
revolution is already affecting the farming community.

3. The news of climate change and its subsequent destructions are clearly visible on our
farms — recent “unusua rainfall” has already brought about lakhs of Rupees of crop
loss.

Many of you who have come from far away to support thisrally know that your experienceis are
also experience of farmers across south India and across our country.

 This raly is about farmers rights to acquire greater recognition of their roles and
responsibilities in the country’ s economic as well as socia and environmental well being.

I Thisdebate is not just about farming and rights of farmers. It is about our independence,
our svarg. Itsabout who decides on how we farm and what we grow, where we sell our
products. Who decides- Isit the People's of Indiaor MNC’s??

MNC's are temporary residence who will leave us when they can no longer make profit from our
land or our people. They will move to another areato exploit. But for usthisisour land and it is
in our interest to ensure its protection and its continued life and livelihood giving properties.

Rich and powerful lobby organization may make the loudest noise. What they cannot do is bring
in the power of the real people, who are committed to natural and sustainable way of life and
who want to share it with others. Y ou are the mgjority.

These who have organised this rally and for al us here today, we are here because thereis ared
need to stop talking and to act. Act to protect our resources from those who seek to destroy our
nature and our way of livelihood.

ADISIL ‘s work in raising awareness and training as the learning approach, is not just a means
for improving crop production, it also helps farmers acquire skillsin problem analysis, decision -
making and group organizing. Many farmers have already put these skills to use in building
networks, engaging in policy debates, mobilizing funds and organizing their own devel opment
activities.

| wish you al the very best of luck and pledge our support to your campaign for better
agriculture practices and policies and for the protection of Indias farmers and our food
sovereignty .
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