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"No more rivers to take water from"
WATER CONSERVATION

- A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY

By Bharti Patel

Water is part of a larger ecological system. Realizing the importance and scarcity attached to the fresh water, it has to be
treated as an essential environment for sustaining all life forms.
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There is no resource more precious
than water. As our water supply is put
under greater and greater stress, the
abuse of this precious resource and
its holding environment is increasingly
being realized. Availability of safe
drinking water, healthy and intact
natural ecosystems and humanity's
ability to feed itself are all at threat as
demand for water outstrips
availability.

Conserving water is the new gold.
Investing in conservation efforts of
this valuable resource will ensure our
future security. Referred to as "blue
gold", the value of water is immense
in all aspects of life - whether public
or private, whether for household,
industrial or agricultural need. It plays
a critical role in the natural
environment, in our economies, in
food security, in production and in
politics. It even goes beyond national
boundaries to create debate on its
importance, scarcity as well as
conservation.

Water conservation is not new in
South Asia. Rainwater harvesting
structures are the oldest recorded
hydrological activities used 8000
years ago in South Asia. India is
known for its traditional rainwater
harvesting structures - tanks and
simple village ponds developed by the
Vijayangar Kings of South India in the
14t century. Some of these continue
to support local production and
domestic activities till today.

Even today in rural India you see
hundreds of community managed
water harvesting initiatives from very
small ponds and wells to small
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reservoirs active in increasing water
availability, recharging groundwater,
and boosting local efficiency as well
as productivity. Water Digest in its
January-February 2007  issue,
reported the work of Tarun Bharat
Sangh an NGO in Rajasthan, which
has succeeded in building more than
5,000 water harvesting structures
(johads), in 1,058 villages with the
help of village people. The initiative it
is claimed has made a marked
difference by transforming a dark
zone region into white zone.

The Indian constitution is among
the few in the world that contains
provision for environment protection,
being explicitly stated in the 76th
amendment stipulating the
conservation, protection and
improvement of the environment.
Article 51 (a) (g) entitled fundamental
duties - imposes responsibility on
every citizen to protect and improve
the natural environment including
forests, rivers, lakes, tanks, wild life
and to have compassion for living
creatures.

With the onslaught of rapid and
unchecked industrialization and
urbanization this constitutional
responsibility has long been
breached. The exponential growth in
water use and abuse, deforestation
and change in land use patterns, has
meant these water bodies are
declining rapidly as water sheds are
destroyed, affecting groundwater
recharge and resulting in groundwater
depletion and contamination.

Historically, industries were
extracting groundwater and using
tankers to overcome the lack of water

supply in cities. But now as
groundwater slowly inches towards
dangerous mark and industry demand
continues to increase, effective and
efficient use, management and
governance of water is gaining greater
and greater importance.. Total
groundwater use according to
government estimation will be over
230 billion cubic meters (BCM) in
2010. The Central Ground Water
Board has revealed that 30% of India
is overusing groundwater resource.
News of the groundwater table
dropping from 30-40 feet just after
independence to now even at 1,000t
(it is difficult to get water in some
areas of Bangalore) is worrying news.

Daily news of farmer suicides is a
sign of concern of inadequate water
supply in India to meet even the basic
need of its citizens. On the other hand
government's promise of water supply
for 24/7 to industries smacks in the
face of our belief in justice.

Dreport 2008 concluded that
“scarcity of water at the heart of the
global water crisis is rooted in power,
poverty and inequality, not in physical
availability". Also according to a World
Bank report in 2003 - This crisis is
one of water governance, essentially
caused by the ways in which we
mismanage our water. Both reports
articulate the need for an integrated
management of water and its
environment to ensure that there is
more than enough water in the world
for domestic, agriculture and industry
needs.

In this article | look at the wider
meaning of water conservation and
the importance of industry to















