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SVARAJ’s pro-active participation at the India civil society summit held on Aug 23rd at Ambedkar Bhavan, Bangalore, celebrating 60 years of independence was a success.  The three day summit which brought together nearly 1000 civil society participants of present day freedom struggle from across the country discussed the challenges facing the nation in ensuring “freedom for all”. 

The panel discussions, testimonies of personal experiences, cultural programmes and open discussions ranged from displacement to governance to identity. The emphasis by participants was to find solutions and work together. The highlight of the Programme on the first day was the book release of Dalitocracy- the theory and praxis of Dalit politics by M.C.Raj and Jyothi from rural education for development society(REDS) Tumkur. 

During the summit, SVARAJ stall was popular and gave us an opportunity to showcase some of our work and activities including SVARAJ interventions and the involvement in community based projects; taking the project learning’s to different stake holders in an effort to create an enabling environment to address key developmental issues in India. 

Visitors to the stall were attracted by the well designed backdrop - “Friend of SVARAJ” and Integrated Water Management banners. The stall, though small in size carried copies of magazine “SPLASH”; information pamphlet on water conservation, brochures, leaflets and appeals as well as CDs of folk song in Kannada on water.  The CD’s were very much in demand, surpassing all expectations.   Visitor enquires on our program activities were answered by SVARAJ experienced Programme officers  -  RajKumar, Gundappa. 

Some of comments on the feed back form included 

“I am very pleased to have attended” ….“I want to partake in some of your activities”, …..“you are doing great work, spread it far and wide”

 Many visitors have signed us as friends of SVARAJ. We thank them all.
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